Autoantibodies and glomerulonephritis in systemic lupus erythematosus.
Autoantibody diversification to a variety of autoantigens is a hallmark for systemic autoimmunity. SLE represents a prototype. In this article the roots of the important questions probed by the Kunkel laboratory in SLE research are traced. Data from the recent animal work by the laboratory of Shu Man Fu are summarized to emphasize the importance of further exploration of autoantibody specificities in lupus with a special emphasis on nephritis and to suggest a broader perspective regarding lupus autoantibody reactivities in addition to those against nuclear components.